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Press release

+++ Baden-Baden, January 29th, 2007

SMEs as role models

Nominations for the BestPractice-IT Awards 2007 show innovation strength and competitiveness of SMEs

Setting visible signs, that’s what distinguishes the SMEs nominated by BestPractice-IT. They are role models, stay at the helm themselves, make forward-thinking plans and use ICT most profitably. These enterprises show that basically three levels of decision making in the enterprise are entrusted with the further development of the enterprise’s ICT – management, competent department heads and ICT responsibles.

The natural cosmetics producer Kneipp, which gains significant efficiency benefits by developing a process portal as well as Conergy, a provider of renewable energies, which publishes expertises in the enterprise in a quick and productive way and Camerin, an icecream supplier, which has increased customer service and customer retention by an Internet portal or the ICT provider of Heidelberger Druck – they all benefit by ICT use, which provides them with a measurable advantage in competition. Meeting new challenges innovatively and betimes with the help of ICT may cause an increase in productivity as well.

In 2007 BestPractice-IT nominated over 60 enterprises. They all expand in an impressive way the existing application portfolio of BestPractice-IT which meanwhile contains over 300 examples worth copying and at the same time as an unique know-how network offers unequalled opportunities. Among others the initiative is supported by the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology and over 30 organizations and scientific institutions – for example PROZEUS, EC-Net or UEAMPE – from all over Europe. 

For the SMEs’ value of benefit both the range of examples of various application areas and the fact that the nominated enterprises dispose of a headcount from 1 to over 1.000 employees are vital. 

The BestPractice-IT cycle 2007 starts with the Award Ceremony of the BestPractice-IT Award on the first day of the CeBIT fair in Hannover, – among others the world’s largest meeting place for entrepreneurs with a SME background – and the first publication of the fourth BestPractice-IT practice guide respectively BestPractice-IT CD-ROM. All current examples of IT applications with high imitation character are available free of charge the whole year round.
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BestPractice-IT in brief

BestPractice-IT – an up to now unique initiative – aims to give small and medium-sized companies from Germany and Europe an understanding of the importance of a consistent application of information and communication technology. The concrete benefits of the technologies are pointed out on the basis of practical examples from a broad spectrum of industries, business sizes and areas of application. The motto "Ideas and solution proposals by entrepreneurs for entrepreneurs" therefore is the decisive key. BestPractice-IT with its media is present over the year in an constantly updated version, helping to enhance the consciousness of the person in charge of ICT use in small and medium-sized enterprises everywhere in Europe. The project is a development of the G+F Verlags- und Beratungs- GmbH in cooperation with a number of organizations, federations and business enterprises from all over Europe and acts as the official voice of “CeBIT Mittelstand”, the SME initiative of the Deutschen Messe AG. Since September 2006 the BestPractice-IT initiative is under the patronage of the Federal Ministry for economics and technology (BMWi), represented by Minister Michael Glos. The most outstanding of the Best Practices of ICT use in SME´s published once a year in the BestPractice-IT practice guide are rewarded the BestPractice-IT Award. In 2007 the presentation of the BestPractice-IT awards and special prizes amounting to a total of 25.000 Euros, will be carried out during the CeBIT fair by prominent representatives from politics, economics and organizations.

[image: image1.png]Kapellenstraße 46

Lichtentaler Straße 25
Mail: info@gf-vb.de


76596 Forbach

76531 Baden-Baden 
web: www.gf-vb.de


Tel  ++49-(0)7220-213

Tel  ++49-(0)72 21-9 96 44 10
Geschäftsführer: Andreas R. Fischer

Fax ++49-(0)7220-215

Fax ++49-(0)72 21-9 96 44 99


Seite 2 von 2

[image: image2.png]N VERLAGS- UND
BERATUNGS- GMBH

... Kompetenz im Mittelstand




