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PRESS RELEASE

+++ Baden-Baden / Hanover, March 15th, 2007

Excellent entrepreneurs of SMEs win BestPractice-IT Awards 2007

Farsightedness, curiosity and positive thinking are essential preconditions to successfully stay on the market long-term. The Award Ceremony of the BestPractice-IT Awards and special prizes 2007 on March 15th at CeBIT has placed once more those SMEs in the focus of public interest which have firmly fixed the criteria for success in their business culture. Therefore it was a great pleasure for State Secretary Dr. Bernd Pfaffenbach of the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology to grant these enterprises this year’s Award of the initiative BestPractice-IT in the presence of representatives of economics, politics, organisations, media and of course many visitors with a SME background. 

In his speech State Secretary Pfaffenbach pointed out the great meaning of ICT applications in SMEs and was enthusiastic about the activities of the initiative BestPractice-IT. Andreas R. Fischer, initiator of BestPractice-IT, stressed in his lecture the importance of the nomination for the BestPractice-IT Awards which already meant by itself a precious distinction for the enterprise. Every nominated enterprise was published in the BestPractice-IT media practice guide and CD-ROM as well as on the website www.bestpractice-it.de and for this reason got a high attention in public.

Winner of the BestPractice-IT Awards National and International which come with 8.000 Euro prize money each are Hörtner & Fischer GmbH from Constance and INNOTIIMI from Finland. The BestPractice-IT special prizes which are endowed with prize money of 3.000 Euro each were awarded to the following enterprises:

The special prize “Processes and standards for more eBusiness in SMEs“ in cooperation with the initiative PROZEUS are shared by Güde GmbH in the category Industry and Enderlein GmbH & Co. KG in the category Consumer Goods Economy.

The special prize for the greatest documented leap in technology goes to Cambium Forstbetriebe. The special prize for the greatest documented customer’s benefit was awarded to SJ Inkasso GmbH.

The winner of the BestPractice-IT Award National Hörtner & Fischer GmbH air-conditioning and ventilation technology from Constance with 25 employees are awarded for a mobile time recording system with GPS. Starting from the head office each project are related to the concrete GPS data. Thus the employee only can log in after the verification of the coordinates. Located on-site he can enter the time of start of work. This results in accurate and traceable accounts and a reduction of overtime.

The BestPractice-IT Award International, awarded to the Finnish Consulting Enterprise Innotiimi with headquarters in Vantaa near Helsinki, in the areas management, change management, innovation and team building has specialized in attendance and creativity and profits in a specific manner by ICT. The enterprise has 55 employees who have their offices at different places within and beyond Finland. The application of a virtual meeting tool, combined with the training methods of the enterprise enables effective online meetings and saves an enormous amount of time and travel costs.

The award of the BestPractice-IT special prize “Processes and standards for more eBusiness in SMEs“ aims at bringing near to SMEs one of the most significant application areas of digital ICT. At the same time this prize is expression of a long lasting close collaboration between PROZEUS and BestPractice-IT which are driven by the desire to provide SMEs with practical and beneficial information concerning eBusiness. 

Enderlein GmbH & Co. KG – a medium-sized enterprise specialised in the production of toilet bags – was delighted at winning the BestPractice-IT special prize “Processes and standards for more eBusiness in SMEs“ in the category Consumer Goods Economy. Together with Karstadt Warenhaus GmbH Enderlein has successfully terminated the project to setting up a producer guided inventory management. Periodically Enderlein gets from Karstadt inventory and end-customer sale data per store with the help of a standardised, electronic data exchange. 

The BestPractice-IT special prize “Processes and standards for more eBusiness in SMEs“ in the category Industry was awarded to Firma Güde GmbH which produces screw locking and wire bent parts. In March 2006 BMEcat 2005 and eCl@ss 5.1 were launched in the enterprise within the framework of PROZEUS. It was the target of the enterprise to be able to construct and distribute electronic catalogues with technical product details and customer-specific price information. Thereby the eCl@ss specifications were linked to the technical features of the articles. After the test BMEcat was certified conclusively by BMEnet. Effects are the improved presentation of the own product spectrum, an improvement in customer loyality as well as the preparation of electronic communication processes with the customers. 

The BestPractice-IT special prize for the greatest documented leap in technology was awarded to Cambium Forstbetriebe. The approach of the forest enterprise to equip tree trunks in the forest with RFID tags was worth the money, because a small enterprise is reverting on one’s own initiative to a technology which actually belongs to the daily routine in large manufacturing shops and logistics enterprises, but not necessarily in SMEs. The leap in technology shows great effect: The liquidity of the enterprise and the customer service were improved, the objective “Adding value by ICT“ has been achieved. 

The special prize for greatest documented customer’s benefit was awarded to Firma SJ Inkasso GmbH which is offering a special service to their customers: Via SkandicOnline they are able to get access to linked documents within seconds by means of an account process, thus they save a lot of time and work more effectively. With this future-oriented service the service company is at the very front in the matter of customer’s benefit. Reason enough to award this special prize. 

The Award Ceremony of the BestPractice-IT Awards National and International took place on Thursday, March 15th, 2007 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at CeBIT Forum Mittelstand, hall 5 (booth B 48). State Secretary Dr. Bernd Pfaffenbach of the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology granted the Awards during a ceremonial act to the prize winner.

For further information please contact: www.bestpractice-it.de
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G+F Verlags- und Beratungs- GmbH

Lichtentalerstrasse 25

D-76530 Baden-Baden

phone: 
+49 (0) 7221 996 44 25

e-mail: 
b.slawik@gf-vb.de

contact person: Björn Slawik

Brief description BestPractice-IT

BestPractice-IT – an up to now unique initiative – aims to give small and medium-sized companies from Germany and Europe an understanding of the importance of a consistent application of information and communication technology (ICT). The concrete benefits of the technologies are pointed out on the basis of practical examples from a broad spectrum of industries, business sizes and areas of application. The motto "Ideas and solution proposals by entrepreneurs for entrepreneurs" therefore is the decisive key. BestPractice-IT with its media is present over the year in an constantly updated version, helping to enhance the consciousness of the person in charge of ICT use in small and medium-sized enterprises. The project is a development of the G+F Verlags- und Beratungs- GmbH in cooperation with a number of organisations, federations and business enterprises from all over Europe and acts as the official voice of “CeBIT Mittelstand”, the SME initiative of the Deutsche Messe AG. Since September 2006 the initiative BestPractice-IT is under the patronage of Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology (BMWi), represented by Minister Michael Glos. The most outstanding of the Best Practices of ICT use in SMEs published once a year in the BestPractice-IT practice guide are rewarded the BestPractice-IT Award. In 2007 the presentation of the BestPractice-IT awards and special prizes amounting to a total of 25.000 Euros will be carried out in March 2007 during CeBIT by prominent representatives from politics, economics and organisations.
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